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Akademie Schloss Hohenkammer
History

The foundation walls of today's castle are dated from 
the 15th century. It was restored in the style of
Bavarian Renaissance.

Lords of the castle were Johan Friedrich Baron 
Cotta who became famous as publisher of 
the works of Goethe, Schiller and Herder.

As one of the best conserved water castles of the 
German renaissance the building stands classified 
as a historical monument.
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History of Munich Re

1880

Munich Re is founded 
on 19 April 1880 at 
the instigation of
Carl von Thieme, 
Baron Theodor 
von Cramer-Klett
and Wilhelm Finck.

First major loss in the 
20th century: the
earthquake in San 
Francisco on 
18 April 1906. 
Munich Re's liability:
US$ 2.5m

Munich Re acts fast 
to settle losses on the 
spot:

"Thieme is money."

Munich Re advises 
more than 5,000 
clients in 150 
countries, and has 
more than 50 business 
units in its international 
organisation.

20041906

Munich Re has 511 
employees and a 
premium volume of 
DM 737m.

1960 1984

Largest vehicle
bodywork damage 
claim in insurance
history: a hailstorm 
hits Munich on
12 July 1984, with 
hailstones the size of 
golf balls. Every other 
car in Munich is 
damaged (some
240,000 altogether).

Munich Re pays out 
DM 150m in all.
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Great Weather Disasters 1950 – 2006*
Overall and insured losses

U
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Overall losses (2006 values)  

Insured losses (2006 values)       

* According to the definition criteria there was no Great Weather Disaster in 2006.

© 2007 Münchener Rückversicherungs-Gesellschaft 
Geo Risks Research, NatCatSERVICE

As at April 2007

Trend insured losses
Trend overall losses
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Topics of the Foundation
Focus „humans at risk“

Humans
at risk

Disaster
prevention

Population
development

Poverty

Environmental
and 

climate change
Water:

Resource
and 

risk factor

Urbanisation
and 

megacities
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Creating a Platform for Micro-Insurance Solutions

Third international conference in Mumbai ahead
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From the last mile to the first mile

Examples
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Forecast success!

Source: http://www.sptimes.com/2005/08/30/State/For_forecasting_chief.shtml
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Warning! 
Should I leave the city or not?

Terms used by local authorities in the evacuation 
processes:

− “Precautionary evacuation”
− “Voluntary evacuation”
− “Recommended evacuation”
− “Highly recommended evacuation”
− “Highly suggested evacuation”
− “Mandatory evacuation”

This unclear highly subjective communication hampered 
the answer for many families to decide whether to leave 
the city or not. This was even worsened for non-english
speaking communities.

Byron Real
University of Florida
Summer Academy 2006
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Katrina‘s Aftermath
Diaspora and Vulnerability

“The working poor in the Diaspora 
were again the most vulnerable group!”

Laura Olson
G. Washington University
Summer Academy 2006
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Tsunami Warning System

Munich Re Foundation 16

UNU-MRF
Summer Academy
2007

08.08.2007 Thomas Loster

Tsunami Pangandaran, Java 
17 July 2006

Source: http://www.n-tv.de
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Mozambique Flood Warning Project
Modules
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UNU-MRF Summer Academy
Expectations

Exchange of information 

Creating or enhancing a strong network

Creating (sustainable) momentum

Practical use
- calibration of brains and work
- multiplication? transferability?
- tangible results
- perspective/vision

A good and fruitful time!

Thank you


