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25 Gender Security and Identity

Gender security refers to the process of raising consciousness to be
a human being as a man or a woman or a bisexual, depending on
the position in the social structure.

Gender security 1s normally taken for granted. The relationship to
the model of reference is linked to the status as gender —
understood as indigenous, poor, minority, women, elders and
children.

Equity and identity are values at risk. The source of threats
emerges from the patriarchal, hierarchical and violent order,
characterized by exclusive and totalitarian institutions such as non-
democratic governments, churches and ¢lites.

The symbolic distribution assigns to the man the public space:
production, res publica, homo sapiens; and to the woman the
private one: reproduction, home, homo domesticus.

The distribution of power acquires also generic forms. Men exercise
a hierarchical and vertical power of domination and superiority.
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ZaMainrAttributes of Social Identity

Thousands of years of experience have created a
society in a specific socio-historic environment
where symbolic elements have developed —class,
ethnicity, age, religion, race, nationality,
professional attribution, political ideology,
education, etc. However, they are permanently
changing, but its main attributes —
- and the socioeconomic conditions —

are stable (Habermas). Each process of
classification implies relations of identity;
inclusion or rejection and exclusion, what
constitutes the basis of any power exercise.




2.9. Soclal Representations

“Systems of values, ideas and practices”
simultaneously creating a , are able
to offer a person the possibility to get familiar with
the social and material world. The communication
within a community offers a

, where several aspects of life, personal
and collective history are

(Moscovici, 1976: xi11).
Therefore, social representations originate 1n
, where society 1s the

The theory of social identity establishes a continuum
between personal and social identity with a
processual, relational, multidimensional, contextual
and essentialist character.




2.6. Social Identity

Tajtel (1979:31) affirms that social 1dentity 1s generated
in a world where processes of

are occurring with giant steps, faster than
ever in history.

Hogg and Abrams (1988: 78) argue that persons have a
and order reality, where the
of the social environment 1s elaborated
)% basically to improve self-esteem.

Social representation of gender is specifically charged
with to be weak, incapable, dependent and
vulnerable. These are that are rich and
complex 1n a symbolic system that has been socially
and dialogically constructed (Habermas, 1998, 2000,
2001). Both are part of an 1nalienable collective life,
enriched by 1deologies, rites, beliefs and daily practices.
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Results from “ , exclusion, marginalization and
mequities i material consumption” O’Riordan (2002: 369).

“The conditions determined by physical, social, economic,
and environmental factors or processes, which increase the

susceptibility o a community to the impact of hazards”
(ISDR, 2004: 7)

“Is conceptually located at the
* that also links “‘social and economic structures,

cultural norms and values and environmental hazards”
(Oliver-Smith, 2004:11).

Increases the Wisner (2004: 194-
205) distinguishes four approaches for dealing with social
vulnerability: demographic, taxonomic, situational,
contextual or proactive.
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are a combination of potential and real institutional,
societal, economic and political processes, that are able to deal
with risks, fears and hazards.

1S “a combination of all the strengths and resources
available within a community, society or organization that can
reduce the level or risk, or the effects of a disaster.” (ISDR, 2004
2)

“the capacity of a system, community or society
potentially exposed to hazards to adapt, by resisting or changing
in order to reach and maintain an acceptable level of functioning
and structure. This is determined by the degree to which the
social system 1s capable of organizing itself to increase its
capacity for learning from past disasters for better futures,
protection and to improve risk reduction measures.” (ISDR,

2004: 6




2000
Flood, Mozaimblous

(sometimes mulitiplied by
to a physical threat, Segob, Mexico); and are
estimated probabilistically; 1n money.

“The or expected
losses —deaths, injuries, property, livelihoods, economic
activities, resulting from interaction between natural or
human-mnduced hazards and vulnerable conditions” (ISDR,

2004: 6).

Social contexts can and their
underlying causes.
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pElements oft Vulnerability
Assessment

Vulnerability assessment requires collecting and
analyzing data linked to building consciousness on:

® Types of hazards and frequency

® Elements at risk and how to reduce them

® Socioeconomic conditions and types of shelter

® Gender and family structure

o Genuine coping strategies

® Mapping specific hazard prone locations

® Learning from previous disasters and coping strategies
® Training for evacuation

® Resettlement of people at risk

o Evaluation of training and hazard mitigation process
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grsGender; hreats and Disasters

Women contribute subjective

e (Caring en, neighbors and those 1n need
® self-esteem 10ns
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®
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52 GENder Aspects In ol a's Isunami
Educational status (%)

Female 65.3

1-4 13.9
5-9 11.1
Student
56-70 9.7
71> 15.3

ri Hettige — University of Colombo & UNU-EH
arasinghe — University of Ruhuna
ernando — University of Colombo




Unemployed 14.0

Employed 37.3
27.5
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6.2, Variability of Wave Attack

(snapshots from a computer simulation)

26/12 08:50 _ 26/12 09:00 _ 26/12 09:20

600 700

red = raised sea level by courtesy of DHI Water & Environment

blue = lowered sea level
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Source: Siri Hettige — University of Colombo
Sarath Amarasinghe — University of Ruhuna
Nishara Fernando — University of Colombo
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3. Conclusions

All existing statistics on disasters of the World Bank, UN
system, Red Cross, MunichRe, except some anthropological
local studies do

within regions, social groups and gender.

Women, children, elders and other social vulnerable groups
are due to
their cultural accepted social 1dentity and social
representation, developed within their cultural systems.

The possible policies and measures to improve resilience for
these social groups and to reduce their risks are:

>

specifically and people for
dlsasters and risk reduction;
= the represented in subjective and

objective values to improve human and environmental
Security.







