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Critical Infrastructures (ClI):
Complex networks of interdependent systems

“Critical infrastructure includes systems, facilities, and assets so vital that if destroyed or incapacitated would
disrupt the security, economy, health, safety, or welfare of the public” (The Infrastructure Security Partnership)
“An infrastructure becomes critical when it provides some service without which society or the economy
cannot engage in normal operations” (International Risk Governance Council).
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The most important attribute of critical
infrastructures is interdependency. The
increasing relevance of technological and
organizational networks of lifelines and
societal functions comes along with a strong
augmentation of infrastructure complexity.
Small regional infrastructure failures may
cause large domino effects and have an
impact on the international level (and vice
versa). This is a global phenomenon.
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