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Introduction : climate-related voluntary immobility

Climate mobility  research

*Displacement

*Migration

*Planned relocation 

Climate immobility research

*Involuntary immobility

*Voluntary immobility  

GAP

To date, however, few empirical 
studies have investigated the 
diverse and context-specific 

reasons for community 
reluctance to relocate.

AIM

To identify people’s motivations, 
perspectives, and experiences 
of choosing to remain in at-risk 

places to the impacts of climate 
change 



Fiji Vanua Research Framework
(Nabobo-Baba, 2006)



Case study: Serua Island, Fiji 



Na cava  na vuna keimami se tikoga kina ike?
Why are we still here on Serua Island? 



Serua Island residents feel an obligation to stay because; 

•Serua island is the residence of the paramount chief of Serua 
province (1 of the 14 provinces in Fiji)

•“Our forefathers chose to live and remain on the island just so they 
could be close to our Chief “ one resident explained.Closeness to their Chief

• The link to ancestors is a vital part of life on Serua Island. Every family 
has a foundation stone upon which their ancestors built their house.

•“In the past, when a foundation of a home is created, they name it, 
and that is where our ancestors were buried as well. Their bones, 
sweat, tears, hard work [are] all buried in the foundation.”

Link to their ancestors

•Ocean that separates Serua Island and mainland Fiji is a source of 
food, income and place of belonging.

•“The ocean is part of me and sustains me – we gauge when to go and 
when to return according to the tide.” one woman said.

Close proximity to the 
ocean



Contribution to ‘Decolonizing climate change’
(1

) An empirical 
place-based study 
of immobility  in a 
site where planned 
relocation is 
proposed as an 
adaptive response 
to climate risk.

(2
) Acknowledges 

and embraces 
VANUA as a 
concept of central 
importance in Fiji   

(3
) The importance of 

STEWARDSHIP of 
place as a key 
component of 
Vanua.



Vinaka! And Thank you!

Non-indigenous community in Fiji: Togoru 

settlement 
Indigenous community in Fiji: Serua Island
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