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Positionality

• Research conducted in country with communities, locals and policy makers 

• “Position of power” as a researcher from a developed country
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Positionality and acknowledgements



Study 1: planned relocation in the Pacific

• Avoiding non-economic losses (pre-relocation)

Study 2: locally-led adaptation principles

• Best practice implementation (during) 

Study 3: ad-hoc relocation in the Caribbean

• Best practice rehabilitation (post-displacement)
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Introduction: results from three studies
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Avoiding loss and damage, facilitating locally-led approaches



• Context- dependent

• Incommensurable

• Anecdotal 

• Value almost impossible to put 

into monetary figures

• Link to culture and land
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Non-economic losses – Why are they so hard 
to address?
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Study 1
Planned relocation: the 

intersection between loss 
and damage and 

adaptation

Pill, M., 2020. 'Planned relocation from the impacts of climate change in small island developing states: the intersection between adaptation and loss and 

damage ', in Leal Filho, W. (ed) Managing Climate Change Adaptation in the Pacific Region, Springer, Cham, Switzerland



AVOIDING LOSS AND DAMAGE, FACILITATING LOCALLY-LED APPROACHES7

Loss and damage and adaptation visualised as a spectrum for relocation projects, Pill, 2020
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Study 2: Successful adaptation and planned 
relocation



• Identify characteristics of quality adaptation projects generally

• Extensive literature review on existing quality adaptation characteristics

• Interviews with 15 policy makers, practitioners and academics

• Observational data from SB56 and Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference 

on Disaster Risk Reduction
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Background: Study 2



Practice

• Consultation 

• Coordinated, collaborative and co-created

• Co-benefits and capacity building

• Coherent and contextual

• “Follow up”

Finance

• Predictable 

• Sustainable

• Adequate
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Characteristics for adaptation practice and finance

Parent and child walking in ocean at sunset, Sabine Ojeil/ unsplash
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Ad-hoc relocation and 
rehabilitation: addressing 

non-economic losses

Pill M., 2022, “Reframing non-economic losses to non-economic impacts for effective policymaking: evidence 
from the Caribbean, Climate and Development, vol. 14, no. 8, 770-790.



• 26 interviews with residents 

in Dominica and Antigua and 

Barbuda (in person and via 

phone)

• Non-economic losses from 

ad-hoc relocation after the 

2017 hurricane season
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Background: Study 2
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• Memories as the top mentioned 
NELs

• Long-lasting emotional impacts (e.g. 
trauma, depression)

• Compensation: inadequate and 
inappropriate (in the context of 
climate change)

• Financial distress

➢ Economic losses are and result in 
non-economic losses
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Interview responses: non-economic losses

C
yc

lo
n

e 
af

fe
ct

ed
 h

o
u

se
s 

in
 a

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

C
ar

l K
h

o
/ 

u
n

sp
la

sh



• Colonial history

• Criminal activity

• Political favouritism 

• Missed education and job opportunities

• Environmental grief

➢ No gender distinction
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Non-economic “losses” not captured



• NELs are inaccurately captured

• Expansion is required

• Requires re-framing and re-
naming

➢ Some economic losses fulfil a 
“life function”

➢ “Impacts” instead of “losses”

➢ Has major implications for 
projects when addressing NELs in 
planned relocations
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Implications

H
u

ts
 in

 P
o

ly
n

es
ia

: 
Ja

so
n

 M
ill

er
/ 

u
n

sp
la

sh



AVOIDING LOSS AND DAMAGE, FACILITATING LOCALLY-LED APPROACHES16

Addressing non-economic losses

• Long-term assistance and follow-up 

• Swift “back to normal” 

• Counselling programs (long-term) and 

recreational activities 

• Tapping into local institutions 

• Creating opportunities

• Creating a safe environment 

• Consider political influences and vested interest 

Human hands on tree log, Shane Rounce/ unsplash



Study 1: the intersection between loss and damage and adaptation 

• Loss and damage (NELs) occurs, no matter how much we mitigate

• Identifying NELs at the beginning is key

Study 2: Characteristics of successful adaptation responses 

• Approaches need to be locally-led and emphasise consultation, co-creation, co-

benefits and contextuality

Study 3: addressing non-economic losses 

• There are more NELs than we have currently identified

• Economic and non-economic losses are connected
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In summary



Thank  you!
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