Rights, Resilience and
Community-led Relocation
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Tipping Points of Community Habitability:
Polar Amplification
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Tipping Points of Community Habitability

Combination of repeated and frequent extreme weather
events and slow-ongoing environmental change

September

Decreased arctic sea ice: 2007-2023
of the satellite record are the lowest
extents in the satellite record

Usteq — catastrophic land
collapse




76 Villages Imminently Threatened
Flooding Erosion Thawing Permafrost

RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT TO
THE
GOVERNOR’S SUBCABINET
ON CHANGE CLIMATE
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Immediate Action Work Group
Alaska Sub-Cabinet on Climate
Change Reports (‘08 & “09)

US Army Corps of Engineers
Assessment (‘09)

Requesters
United States Government
Accountability Office

GAO
June 2009

ALASKA NATIVE VILLAGES
Limited Progress Has Been Made
on Relocating Villages
Threatened by Flooding and
Erosion
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Alaska Baseline Erosion
Assessments

http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/AK
E/Home.html

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
2009
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Planned Community Relocation:
What is 1t?
* Voluntary
» Disaster Risk Reduction: prior to
displacement of populations caused by
extreme weather event
 Planned: long-term process

« Protect Human Rights

« Community: Rebuild homes, infrastructure
and livelihoods

« Maintain Social and Kinship Connections



Relocation Principles Based on Human
Rights

Climate-induced community relocations are perhaps the greatest human rights challenge of our time. Those who have least
contributed to our climate crisis are now the first to face the permanent loss of their homelands, and thus, need to relocate. Population
relocation affects the human right to life and self-determination, as well as a wide range of social, economic, and cultural rights. Alaska
Native communities are among the first communities to decide that relocation of their entire community is the only long-term
adaptation strategy to protect the lives of community residents from climate change impacts.

= United Nations Declaration RIGHT TO LIFE
Universal Declaration of on the Rights of Indigenous
Human Rights (UNHR) Peoples (UNDRIP)
RIGHT TO SELE- RIGHT TO PRACTICE AND
DETERMINATION REVITALIZE
. CULTURAL TRADITIONS
International Covenant .
) ) International Covenant
on Economic, Social, on Civil and Political
and ‘i‘I‘étE‘;Eng‘gh“ Rights (ICCPR)
' RIGHTTO RIGHT TO IMPROVE
SUBSISTENCE LIVELIHOODS
Convention on the Convention on the Elim-
Rights of the Child ination of All Forms of
(ICRC) Discrimination Against RIGHT TO SAFE RIGHT TO SAFE AND
Women (CEDAW) DRINKING WATER SANITARY HOUSING
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State of Alaska, Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NPS
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