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Why do populations persist in 
localities considered by experts to be 

at risk of potentially dangerous 
climate change impacts?











Understanding resistance to 
relocation

• Zoom in on perceived risk of staying in place, and 
the perceived need to relocate

“[S]ocial responses to climate change are fundamentally mediated by
perceptions of the problem and of the benefits and costs of
responses, which themselves are contextualised by the larger social
milieu. People filter information, shaped by their multiple
experiences, values and observations, and respond in ways that
reflect their diverse experiences and circumstances.”

(Mortreux & Barnett, 2009:111)



Understanding resistance to 
relocation

• People do not want to be safe, they want to feel 
safe

• Maintaining feeling of  ‘existential safety’ 
(ontological security, or confidence in continuity of 
self-identity and surrounding) (Harries 2008; 2017)



Understanding resistance to 
relocation in Villa Santa Lucía

• Specific local risk perceptions

▪ nature as inherently ‘risky’

▪ human-nature relationships

▪ prior experiences with authorities as risk managers
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This made both outmigration and relocation 
unnecessary to the local population – while 
mobilities and migration for work and education are 
very common



Understanding resistance to 
relocation

• Ontological security lens: focus on the reason for 
migration/relocation, and how it fits with context-
specific understandings of risks and relocation 
needs

• Understand the importance of continuity in 
community (and) identity
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